THE ORDER OF THE
ASTRONOMERS
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feared, and fled, in the forest deep
before the Mist’s well-armored horde.

The third night out the noon was gone
Beneath the stars they made their camp.
One by one the stars went out,

A mist rose up, so cold and damp.

“Mist for Mistoles? An omen good,”
So cried Mistoles’ aide-de-camp.

They built a fire, tall and hot,

and heeded not the omen,

to drive the mist that chilled their hearts
to dry the damp ‘til morning.

The fire crackled to the sky,

sent fiery coals a-borning,

when from the mist they heard a cry,
a scream, and then a warning.

Groping! Groping in the dark!
The camp was in a turmoil.
Groping! Groping in the wood
But only for a moment.

The warnings died, the screaming waned,
and when they counted up their men,
A hundred men were ninety.

At morning when the sun arose
cradled in Elijah’s breasts,

It burned the mist away.

And ninety men turned East and left
the thing that gropes the wood.

They bore due east upon the breasts,
to Christ-at-Anna’s hold.

And many songs describe the war,
and many tales are told.

In some they die in forest deep,

In some their thesis prove.

But no song knows the fate of those
lost to the thing that gropes the wood.
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When the singers finished, Gralen tossed them a “Ship and sword” is slang for a standard

ship and sword. monetary unit in Crosspoint. On one side is a
ship, the other a sword. It is a standard
monetary unit in game terms. In Highland it is
“I think there was some good information in silver. It is a lot of money for your average

that sone.” said Gralen singer, probably what they would normally
g ) make in a week.

“That’s a lot of money for a song,” said Sam.

“It was told to us by zee last survivor of zee
battle,” said one of the singers.

“Of course it was,” said Gralen. “Thank you for singing it to us. Did you know that the
town of Byblion that Mistoles passed through is just north of us?”

“We heard the name,” said the other singer, “and zought it would be appreciated here.”
“And it was,” said Gralen. “What brings you north to Highland?”

“An aczidont,” said one singer.

“Oui, an aczidont with a duke’s daughter,” said the other.

“Say no more,” said Gralen. “Find a place to settle soon. Our winters are colder than the
southern winters.”

“Zank you,” they said. “Perhapz we will zee you zoon.”

One of them winked his dark eyes at Will. They bowed and left with their instruments.
Will shivered once as they left.

“What was that all about?”’ asked Charlotte.

‘Mistoles was the last leader of [lustrious Here, the Guide has fed Gralen some “pre-
Castle before it fell to the goblins from the game” information, which Gralen then feeds
Deep Forest. After Mistoles died and the Order  |back to the other players.

of Illustration retook the castle, they fell into
ruin. Kristagna, what they called Christ-at-Anna’s, is the castle where their rivals
supposedly lived. Illustrious Castle is about sixty miles north of here. Kristagna is
supposed to hide great treasures and greater knowledge. Kristagna is supposedly
somewhere south, in the Deep Forest. Nobody knows where, but I have some ideas.”

“But the goblin armies came up over a hundred years ago,” said Sam. “There’s no way
they heard the story from a survivor.”

“Unless they or the survivor was Elfen,” said Charlotte.

“Neither of them were Elfen, clearly enough,” said Will. “Perhaps the survivor was.”
“There was no survivor,” said Gralen. “Not that they know, anyway.”

“Then who’d they hear the story from?”

“From other singers, probably,” said Gralen, “who heard it from other singers, who heard
it from other singers. Most of it had altered considerably from what I know really
happened.”

“If they lied about hearing it from a survivor, how do you know that they didn’t lie about
the rest of it?” asked Will.
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“Maybe they did,” said Gralen. “But singers always make up some story about how they
heard the song from someone who was there, or even better, that they themselves were
there. Remember, they’re selling a product just like everyone else here in the market.
They have to make it more exciting.”

“They probably made up the duke’s daughter,” said Sam.

“Probably,” said Gralen. “More likely they just ran up too many debts.”
“How’d you like those earrings?” asked Sam.

“Probably a custom down south,” said Gralen.

“Emerald-green earrings?”

“Musicians are strange people,” said Will.

“But what did you hear in the song?” asked Charlotte. “What makes you think you know
where this Kristagna is?”

“There are some books in the library that haven’t been read in a long time,” said Gralen.
“There are clues. But they never fit until now. If the song is right, we might find it by
‘bearing down’ on Isaiah’s Breasts.”

“Who is Isaiah and why do we care about his breasts?” asked Will, getting a laugh from
everyone except Gralen.

“Isaiah was one of the founders of the Astronomers. Isaiah’s breasts are two mountain
peaks that I think I remember reading a snippet about. From the right vantage point, they
look like, well, breasts.”

“Breasts to normal people, or breasts to hermit-like warrior-scholars who haven’t seen a
woman in months?” asked Sam.

“There’s probably something to that,” said Gralen.
“How far south are the peaks?”
“Three days ride,” said Sam, “if the song is right.”

“That could be,” said Gralen. “I don’t know, but I think I saw it referenced in one of the
books I’ve been studying.”

“Show me these books,” said Charlotte.

“I can’t, they’re in Byblion,” said Gralen. “And a lot of the books I really need were lost
when the night trolls sacked Illustrious Castle. But what I’ve been able to find, I have in
my notes.”

“Let’s go, then.”

Whlle Gralen and Charlotte went to the inn, When you leave the players alone for a bit, it’s
Will and Sam wandered the marketplace. probably best to leave their characters together

also. They !"##talk about their situation, so

Pretty amazing that you and Gralen both know why not let them do so in character?

Charlotte,” said Will.

“I’ve known her since I was a kid,” said Sam. “When I was still living on the streets.”
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They met at King’s Inn at the end of the day. There are no kings in Highland. The only
government is local and the church. Kingdoms, according to the church, are one of the
three deadly sins that led to the great cataclysm. King’s Inn is owned by Rex King.
Gralen asked Will at least once whenever they visited if he knew that “Rex’s first name is
his last name in the ancient tongue?” Will usually answered, “uh, yeah, now I do.”

Charlotte and Gralen laid out the plan to Will and Sam.

“Four days there, three days exploring, four days back,” said Gralen. “The moon is nearly
full now, it will be a good time to spend in the woods. We’ll have a full moon in three
days, and we’ll be back before its gone.”

“Equal shares of any money or saleable items we bring back,” said Charlotte. “We’ll be
like a merchant company, but our mine will be ruins and our lode the lost treasure of the
Astronomers.”

“The company of the lost stars,” said Gralen. “If we can find Kristagna it should be
lucrative.”

“I didn’t know you were so interested in money,” said Will to Gralen.

“The Astronomers knew many strange magics,” said Gralen. “If I can find their notes, I
might be able to reconstruct some of their spells.”

“You’re sure there’s money there?” asked Sam.
“We’re not sure of anything,” said Gralen.

“I am,” said Charlotte. “No one has ever found it, it has to still be there. Unlike Illustrious
Castle north of us, which has been stripped bare, Kristagna is south of the road.”

“So what were the two castles fighting over?” asked Will.

“Knowledge,” said Gralen. “Or theory. The old scholastic orders took their science very
seriously. A scholastic question would sometimes be settled on the field of battle, and a
dispute could erupt into war.”

“That’s crazy,” said Will.

“That’s why most of these Orders died out,” said Charlotte. “I think the only remaining
orders are the Knights of the Thistle and the Knights Calius.”

“How do we know the Astronomers are gone?” asked Will.

“No one’s heard from them in years,” said Gralen. “No one comes from there, and no one
ever travels there.”

“No one travels there for a reason,” said Sam. “Monsters live there!”

“Okay,” said Will. “I could do this. If we do find gold, I could set up my own caravan
company.”
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They were surprised to find that the forest on the south side of the road was no different
from the forest on the north side. The trees were in autumn bloom with dry leaves of red,
orange, and yellow covering the trees and the ground beneath the trees. The leaves on the
ground crackled as they walked.

There was one difference between north and south.

“No one’s been here in a hundred years,” said Gralen and Will’s “movement scores” are 11
Charlotte, to Sam, as they walked through the and 12, respectively. Charlotte’s is 9, making
woods. Will and Gralen were strolling ahead a her the slowest of the group. Seasoned
hundred yards or so. The donkey was with adventurers will slow themselves down to the

them. No one was walking in any hurry. movement score of the slowest person in the
group to avoid splitting up. These are not

“No one human, anyway,” said Sam. “Unless seasoned adventurers.

the Astronomers are still here.”

“I can’t believe they’d still be around,” said Charlotte. “They’d have to come up to
Hightown occasionally for trade. When the night trolls came through, they came far
enough north to defeat the Knights of Illustration. The Astronomers must have been even
more besieged.”

“Night trolls,” repeated Sam. “What do we do when night rolls around?”

“We find a secluded camp before nightfall,” said Charlotte.

“What if Will or Gralen snores?” she asked, and laughed. Charlotte laughed also.
“Smother them with a pillow, I guess,” she replied.

“Did we bring pillows?”

“I wish,” said Charlotte.

“You don’t like roughing it?”

“I love it,” said Charlotte. “I don’t normally go out like a pack animal, though. But
walking in the forest, sleeping under the stars. There are wonderful animal trails
throughout the forests around Crosspoint.”

6 3 3 2
But we have no goblins around Crosspoint, Creatures will often have multiple names, and

said Sam. different names in different places. Here,
Charlotte and Sam know “goblins” as both

We do,” said Charlotte. “But they aren’t very goblins and as night trolls.

bold.”
“Let’s hope the goblins of !"#$ Highland aren’t very bold either.”

As the sun rose, shafts of bright sunlight shone through the leaves of the trees,
illuminating dust in the air. Will and Gralen were lazily picking raspberries here and
there, putting them into their bags as they walked on.

“I haven’t been this far from my father since I started working for him five years ago,”
said Will.
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The Deep Forest 13

“My enemy’s a bush,” said Sam.
“Always keep the sword moving,” said Will. “And pretend that the bush can fight back.”

The first night was awkward. They shared a large tent, but not large enough. Each lay out
their own bedroll. Will and Gralen slept on one side, Charlotte and Sam on the other.
Will and Charlotte were in the middle. They put their packs between the two sides.

“I went camping like this once when I was twelve with a girl from down the hill in
Crosspoint,” whispered Will to Gralen. “I didn’t get anywhere then either.”

“Watch out for the thing that gropes the wood,” said Sam, and everyone chuckled, even
Will.

“Oh, I’'m quite familiar with him,” he replied. “Go to sleep.”

In the middle of the night, Sam tapped Charlotte’s shoulder until she awoke.

(13 3 ()”
Do you hear something?” asked Sam. More experienced adventurers would have set

Charlotte tapped Will’s shoulder until he woke |2 Watch, taking turns staying awake so that
they could warn their companions if anything
up- dangerous arrives in the night.

“Something’s outside,” she said.
Will tapped Gralen’s shoulder.
“The girls are worried about something outside,” he said.

Sam tried to hit him, but Charlotte was in the way. Gralen lifted the bottom of the tent up
and peered out.

“There’s some animal out by our fire pit,” said Gralen. “It’s a deer or something.”
They heard a sudden noise of branches moving.

“What was that?”

“The deer just ran away. Maybe we scared it off.”

They heard a wolf howling, and it didn’t sound distant at all.

“Or not.”

Halfway through the Seconq day, they saw a Putting stuff like this in, you have to gauge
small structure on a small hill beyond some your players. Some players will spend all day
trees. As they drew closer, they saw that it was at the standing stones trying to figure out their
a circle of columns set into the ground. The relation to the adventure. Still, you want to

foreshadow other adventures, and put physical
evidence of the legends of the past throughout
your world.

stone ring that the columns once held was fallen
in pieces around the hill. In the center of the
columns and broken stone was an altar on a

round dais, with strange markings inscribed on it: slashes and straight corners, no curves
at all. But it looked like it ought to be writing.

“What does it say?” asked Charlotte. “Do you know?”
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24 The Order of the Astronomers

THE FORGOTTEN ROAD

The mist was still thick in the evening when they set up camp on the top of a wooded hill.
They weren’t absolutely sure it was evening until the fog went dark. It was the further
cold in the mist that warned them nightfall was approaching. They tried to start a fire but
all available kindling was too damp, so after a cold meal they huddled closely together in
their tent for warmth.

“What is that screeching?” asked Will.

“Another creature of the mist, perhaps,” said Charlotte.
“I hope not,” said Sam.
“It could just be some animal,” said Gralen.

Light from the moon barely filtered through, just enough to cast faint shadows of strange
flying creatures onto the canvas of their tent. They watched them, for a long time, before
finally falling to sleep. Will was the last to nod off, and when he thought everyone else
was sleeping he peeked under the tent, then quickly dove back into his bedroll like a child
afraid of imaginary creatures. The creatures were hard to see in the misty dark, but their
shadows were nothing compared to their shape, more like huge fat insects than birds.

But even he fell asleep eventually.

“I’'m getting tired of wet clothing real quick,” said Charlotte after they started out the next
morning.

“I thought you loved getting out into the wild?”

Note: Sam is now at three survival points.
asked Sam.

“I like to see what I’'m into,” said Charlotte. “This mist is a killer.”
“How do we even know what direction we’re going?” asked Sam.
Gralen, leading the way, answered that a little bird told him.

“Can your little bird tell us how long this mist goes for?” asked Sam.

Gralen whispered to the raven on his shoulder. It leaped from his shoulder and spread its
wings, fading into the fog.

“That’s a nice pet,” said Will.
“Can it do tricks?” asked Sam.

“It’s not very smart,” said Gralen. “I’ve only been able to teach it one trick: pecking the
eyes out of smart-asses.”

The bird flew back through the mist and back to Gralen, chirping as it did.
“You are beginning to really scare me,” said Sam.

“He says the fog only extends a little ways further,” said Gralen, “although I don’t really
know how much that means. Probably half a day.”
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They barred the doors as best they could. Charlotte pushed the second half of the bar so
the point of its jagged edge was partially beneath the door.

“That’ll help keep anything out,” she said. “When they push, it will apply similar force
back at them.”

They took their heavy packs off and put the stuff they’d taken from the donkey onto the
floor.

“Don’t leave anything important,” said Will.
“Let’s head upstairs first,” said Gralen.

They walked up the grand staircase and came up to a platform overlooking the front
courtyard that they’d already walked through. From above it looked even more desolate,
and in contrast to the beautiful forest beyond the keep’s walls.

Charlotte looked up at the clock.

“It has definitely moved,” she said. “And I’'m pretty sure it’s at the right time. Look at the
three hands: one for the sun, one for the moon, and one for the zodiac. The smallest hand
is pointing at Virgo. The middle hand is pointing at the full moon. It’s amazing enough
that it’s still running, but it’s unbelievable that it’s kept the correct time for this long!”

“If no one’s bothered it, why wouldn’t it be running?”” asked Will.

“It’s got gears inside,” she replied, “although you can barely hear them. They collect
dust; they rust; birds try to build nests above them. A timepiece like this requires constant
care to keep it running. The amount of care that went into the clock, compared to the
amount of care that didn’t go into the castle... I would say that I don’t think the same
people could have built both, but I don’t know of anyone who !"#$%have made this
clock.”

“I think the clock’s too big to carry away,” said Sam. “Why don’t we go look for
treasure.”

“We can come back later to look at the clock if you’d like,” said Gralen.
“We’ll have to,” said Charlotte.

To either side they could walk out onto the Tn game, your group will have a “marching
battlements through open doorways. Across one |order” that determines who gets the

of the battlements, on the front tower, they saw | opportunity to see danger first, and who gets
burn marks. The door to the tower was charred | attacked first in a surprise attack.

and black. The ceiling of the dome that stood

over the entrance room had tiny holes scattered throughout. They walked, single file,
Gralen leading and Charlotte trailing, across the battlements and towards the blackened
door. Gralen gingerly pushed the door open with his staff. Inside, in a scene they were
rapidly not becoming used to, were more skeletons in disarray, but few of them were
goblins. Most seemed human.

“My god,” said Charlotte, “did they all burn to death?”

Gralen tapped the floor with his staff. The floor was stone beneath the soot, so he stepped
inside. The others followed. There were stairs leading up, and two more charred doors.
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“I don’t know,” said Will, looking at one of the skeletons, “but it seems likely.”

He gently removed a sword from one skeleton’s hand and looked it over. It was mostly
just the hilt, and about three inches of blade remaining, ending in a jagged break.

“This guy’s sword broke,” he said. “Look, there’s some markings on it.”

“I can’t understand it,” he added, and handed it to Gralen.

[13 &4 : : 2 :
I've neyer Seer‘l this either,” said qr alen. I’m a traditionalist. I believe that other
“That’s interesting. It’s not the ancient tongue, languages seriously enhance the game

and it isn’t the Druids.” experience. The characters will be seeing
more of this script in later adventures.

“Do you see the rest of it there?” he asked.
“No,” said Will, after looking around further. “Maybe he broke it somewhere else.”
Gralen tied the sword hilt to his belt.

“Why would he be holding it here, then,” asked Gralen, more as a statement than a
question.

Will shrugged.

Sam picked up another sword, which while intact was quite rusted, the leather around the
hilt flaking.

“You still going to show me how to use one of these?” she asked.

“Let me find you a decent one,” said Will. “Or semi-decent, none of these swords have
been cared for in the last hundred years, obviously.”

The one he chose for her was not quite as rusted.
“You can’t use it yet,” he said, “but I think we can work it into shape later.”

She took it and, having nowhere to put it, used it as a walking stick. Will winced as she
did this.

“If I'd known you were going to treat it even worse than the elements, I wouldn’t have
given it to you,” he said. “Give me your rope.”

He measured off a piece of rope, cut it, and fashioned it into a makeshift belt allowing her
to keep the sword on her back.

The stairs leading down looked like they had been barricaded shut, from this side, though
the wooden barricade was now laced with charcoal.

“They locked themselves in here, and then burned themselves to death?”

“Maybe they locked someone else out, and then that someone else tried to burn them
out,” said Will.

“Christ,” said Sam.

The stairs continued upwards as well, around the curve of the tower. The door was open,
and in the room, filled with papers and flasks, everything was covered in ash. There were
a couple of skeletons here as well, lying on the floor, many with tattered cloth wrapped
around their skulls.
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They stepped down the thin stone stairway into the earth, Gralen leading with his lantern.

The door was barred, but when they removed the bar it was still locked.
“It feels like its barred from the other side also,” said Sam. “Hold on.”

She pulled a metal file from her pack, and tried to squeeze it in between the door and the
wall.

“I’'m trying to lift the bar,” she said, “but I just can’t get the leverage.”
Will tapped on the door, hard, testing it.
“Here,” he said. “Stand back.”

He shoved, hard, at the door‘, bursting it opep. After Sarah failed Sam’s “pick locks” roll,
He almost tripped over debris on the other side, | Tony made Will’s Strength roll, which even at
and then discovered what the debris was. The a penalty of three was enough to burst the age-
lantern’s light illuminated more of the now weakened bar.

common skeletons, here partially mummified.

“It doesn’t look like they died in battle,” said Will.

“Perhaps they were simply starved out?” asked Charlotte, looking back at the burst door.
“What else is down here besides skeletons?” asked Sam.

Gralen pointed the lantern around and illuminated a long hallway running cross-ways
against the entrance. The walls and floors were set with large stones, boulders of granite
and occasionally dark marble, inlaid with greenish metal around the stones. The hallway
was taller than the previous one, leaving a foot of space above even Gralen’s head. It was
only about five feet wide. The hallway curved around slightly, but by the end of the
lantern’s light was a door on each side, spaced eight or nine steps part.

The nearest door on the left had on it a carving of the constellation Libra, the scale of
Justice, lacquered in bright blue. A little further, on the right, a door with a carving of
Taurus, the bull. The bull was carved into the dark brown wood of the door and lacquered
black.

“The scales or the bull?” asked Will.
“Let’s try the scales first,” said Gralen. “They’re closer. Be careful.”

Will pulled forth his sword with one hand and with his other tried pushing on the door. It
opened, easily, into a small auditorium. Stone stairs led down, past oaken seats, to a head
table flanked by dark marble statues of Libra on the left, and the great crab, Cancer, on
the right. The statues were veined with white streaks and blood-red streaks. Seven high-
backed oaken seats, ornamented with stars, seemed still to hold ceremony here. There
were torch sconces around on all of the walls, each with a torch inside, and behind the
table a much larger, empty sconce.

“Is there anything of value here?” asked Sam.
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“Scales to our left...”
“Bull to the right...”
“Scorpio on the left...”

“Sagittarius on the right...”

43

“The missing door,” said Charlotte, “is on our left somewhere.”

“We’re switching to Gemini right here,” said Gralen. “Lots of twin imagery.”

“I don’t see anything,” said Charlotte. “Sam, can you see any indication of a door here?”

Sam looked over the wall. She traced her hands
down the carvings of the twins and of Janus,
and a two-headed giant. She frowned at a
symmetric, mirror-image forest and mountain,

Sam looked over the wall, and made her
“search” roll (the second time, meaning that it
took about ten minutes. It wasn’t that hard
now that they knew the door was here.

and then retraced around the giant.

“Here,” she said, tracing around the lake and mountain in the symmetrical image. “This is

the border of the door and the wall.”
“How do we get in?” asked Gralen.

“Let me see what I can do with it,” said Sam.

She put her pack onto the floor and dug into it
for a long roll of leather. She unrolled it onto
the floor, revealing a selection of small metal
and wooden tools. She choose two fine metal
wires, and began working them into the giants’
eyes.

Picking the lock turned out to be pretty hard.
She failed three times before she (barely)
succeeded with a roll of 5. It took her about
fifteen minutes, since she went for the bonus
of 1 for taking a minute per try on the first
three, and then a bonus of 2 for taking ten
minutes on the final try.

After about five minutes the others began
pacing restlessly.

“How long do you think this is going to take?” asked Charlotte.

“Patience,” she said, without much conviction. “They really didn’t want us in here. This

is one of the best locks I’'ve ever seen.”

“How many locks have you seen in this way?” asked Will.

“Your mama,” said Sam.
“Huh?”

“Never mind.”

After another ten minutes, with Gralen and Will
leaning against the wall discussing the merits of
various bars in Hightown and Byblion, and
Charlotte poring over her map, there was a soft
“click” from the wall where Sam was, and she

The longer it takes to do stuff—such as pick
locks—the more “random” encounters you’re
likely to see. You don’t want to hurry to the
point that you make mistakes, but you don’t
want to waste time either.

stepped back.

“Wow!” she said, “I got it! Damn, that was good!”
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YOIIJI don’t understand,” said Gralfen. These There are probably three ways to get new
are I"# . I've never heard of anything like them. |spells: find them, steal them, pay for them,
This is like finding a completely new animal or, |and share them. The third one is too expensive

or, or something.” and the last one doesn’t count. One of the
reasons that sorcerers go into abandoned

“I would rather not find a completely new places is to find abandoned spells. After this

animal, either,” said Will, looking at the bloated |adventure, Gralen (if he survives) will be able

spider’s corpse. 0 add &% ,*$"'+,&"(, )", and
&"(),.($/  to his spell books, although he’1l

“What about this one?” have to wait until he is the appropriate level to

. use the latter two. Because these are older
Charlotte handed a piece of paper to Gralen. He | than mnemonic magic, it will take some work

looked at it, scratched his head, and sat down at |to convert them. But when he gets them, he’ll
the counter. Charlotte looked at Will and raised | have spells that no other living sorceror in
her eyebrows in question. “He never scratches | Highland has.

his head,” she whispered to Sam. “He’s never
confused. Not about this sort of thing.”

“I don’t know,” said Gralen. “It looks like it’s in Anglish, but it sounds nonsense. ‘So the
four maps to Charon were cured here of war. Ten fun games cause doom to man in his
writing, creating the lament that is his fee due god. We issue in you this world of humor,
you mute women known. Test semen under no fat woman gods you nurture, you who
mint them the noxious musks. He who draws to worlds will knit one toy net. Hinges vow
to better hinge, and bar shale. Harm all strange metal, and adhere to the thin hate of the
freer sin there.” What the hell is this?”

“It starts out okay,” said Will. “But it loses me fair quickly.”
“It sounds like it ought to mean something,” said Charlotte.

“Let’s take what looks to be the most important stuff,” said Gralen, “and lock the rest
back up.”

Sam helped Gralen and Charlotte load paper into their packs, while Will stepped back
outside, sword drawn, and looked down the hallway.

“There’s nothing "$%¢oming, is there?”” asked Sam.

“No,” he replied. “But I thought I'd better check. We really need to set up camp
somewhere, and I don’t like being underground like this. We could easily get trapped.”

“Let’s find the other secret room and then go back upstairs then,” said Sam. “Maybe the
next one will hold something useful.”

“You mean like gold,” said Gralen.

“Exactly,” said Sam. “You can keep your dream spells.”

They completed another circle around the dungeon.

“The only zodiac sign missing is Pisces,” said Charlotte.

“I’m sure I saw some fish symbolism on the outer wall,” said Sam. “Near the lion.”

The engravings on the wall around the Aquarius entrance began to switch from forest to
river when they passed that entrance, and then to sea, and the sea to storm. There were
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“No,” said Gralen, “I came for the lost knowledge of the scholars here.”
“Well, I came for the gold,” said Sam. “But you’re right.”

She pushed her staff into the room. As it passed the end of the very tiny hallway,
something sucked it out of her hand; as it went into the room it disappeared.

“Uh, crap?” asked Will.
“Shit,” said Sam.

“That’s what I came looking for,” said Gralen. “The knowledge of how to do things like
that.”

“What is it?” asked Charlotte.

“It could be anything,” said Gralen, “but most likely it’s one of two things: a spell of
destruction, destroying everything that passes through the doorway, or a spell of
transport, which automatically transports anything passing through to somewhere else.”

“To where?” asked Sam. “Where is my staff?”
“Could be to another place somewhere in the castle,” said Gralen.
“If I were them, I’d make it go straight to their dungeon,” said Will.

“That’d be good,” said Gralen, “because the dungeon is probably right nearby. Or it
might be even more powerful, and transport to a nearby mountain peak. We can’t know
for sure unless we go in.”

“And I don’t recommend that,” he added.

“Well, how do we get the treasure?” asked Sam. “God damn it, look at all that stuff!”
She took the lantern from Gralen and tried to shine it into the room.

“Huh,” she said, much more calmly. “That’s not right.”

She moved the lantern back and forth to illuminate different things in the room.
“There are no shadows,” said Sam.

“I just noticed the same thing,” said Will.

“It’s an illusion,” said Gralen. There are different kinds of illusions.

“Not a very good one,” said Charlotte. Charlotte is used to a smarter kind that use the
observer’s mind to create small bits of

“You mean there might not even be treasure believability. This is a purely visual illusion

here?” asked Sam. that does none of that.

“Maybe not,” said Gralen. “Although except for the illusion, none of this is !"#$%magic,
so it seems like a lot of work to go for just a red herring.”

“Let’s toss some rope through,” said Will.

“We gotta be careful with this,” said Gralen. “You saw how it sucked her staff through.
We don’t want to lose all of our rope.”

Will cut off a five-yard piece of rope with his dagger, and tossed one end down the
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sleeping and waking, she quickly realized that the dream was real. The bar across the
main doors was rattling. More than rattling, it was cracking. Someone —or
something—was trying to get in and doing a good job of it.

“Wake up!” she hissed, pushing Sam awake, and then kicking at Will and Gralen. “Wake
up!”

Now all of the doors were rattling, and loudly.
“What the hell’s out there?”

They all rushed to dress and arm themselves, Will and Sam putting on their armor and
drawing their swords.

“Jesus,” said Gralen, “what can we do?”

“We leave,” said Will. “There are some places up the stairs that we can more easily lock
ourselves into—and more easily get out of if we need to.”

“Grab everything,” he added. “We may not be coming back.”

They rushed, as well as they could lugging their supplies, up the grand staircase in the
dark, and moved out to the battlement where the moon lit the sky and the ground. They
dropped their things and looked out over the wall and to the outer wall. The full moon
was high above their heads, and Aquarius bore his water above the horizon.

Will leaned over the edge of the parapet.

“There’s something,” he said, “but I can’t really see it. It might be goblins, or it might be
human.”

“Or anything in between,” added Sam.
“Yeah,” said Will. “Or it could just be animals.”

“Don’t you see something on the far walls?”” asked Gralen.

“They’re climbing across,” said Charlotte.

> . Charlotte, as a Half-EIf, has night vision.
“They must be swimming across the moat.”

“That’s disgusting,” said Sam. “That thing’s full of dead people.”

“Dead people and dead goblins,” said Will. “Maybe goblins don’t care about dead things
in their nightly swim. Come on, let’s find a place to hide for the night.”

“The tower?” asked Gralen.

“Preferably some place we can get away if we have to,” said Will.
“What about the place with the secret tunnel?” asked Sam.
“Perfect.”

Charlotte glanced at the clock as they left.

“We may not be coming back after all,” she said softly.

They ran through the southwest tower and out its other door into the southeast tower, and
then down the stairs to that tower’s first floor.
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62 The Order of the Astronomers

“It looks peaceful enough from up here,” she said.

Wheat and rye grew wild around them. When they clambered down the overgrown path
to the next terrace, they found grapes on fallen fences, hyssop growing between them,
and below that nasturtium hung from apple trees, and squirrels and other small animals
put their heads up at the sound of metal and humans and rushed away, apples in their
paws and mouths.

Gralen guided them down the mountain, west and north. As the steep hills turned to low
hills at the bottom, Gralen’s raven flew out of the trees and landed on Gralen’s shoulder,
screeching.

“I missed you too,” said Gralen to the bird.
“If we had our donkey again to carry all this stuff,” said Charlotte, “I could kiss it.”
They heard a braying a few yards away.

“Pucker up,” said Sam.
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They walked northwest all night until they Will is now down only three points instead of
could walk no more, then they made camp ona |four.

hill and slept until late in the afternoon. They
awoke groggily, their tent warmed from the afternoon sun.

Gralen looked back southeast. The sun shone through the trees in beams of dust-filled,
golden light.

“It’s hard to reconcile this beauty with what we’ve left behind,” he said.

“All I want to do is put more distance between us and that castle,” said Will. “We can
admire nature’s beauty later. We’ve a week before we’re north of the road.”

They continued their trek northwest, following

. Will is now down by only two points.
the foothills the rest of that day and the

following day. As the shadows grew long towards evening, Charlotte matter-of-factly
interjected into their conversation, “there’s something in the woods. I’'m not sure how
many, but there are at least a few. I’m pretty sure they’ve heard us as well.”

“Load your crossbow,” said Will to Sam, as he readied his own, “and make sure your
sword is also ready. All of you, follow my lead.”

“We’re going to fight them again?” asked Sam.

“We’re going to run away,” said Will, “but if they attack us, we’ll be ready. Let’s keep
away from areas where an ambush can occur. And if we can lose them, we will.”

“Move quickly but surely,” added Charlotte. “And don’t look nervous.”
Gralen put his hand in his pouch and retrieved his tiny arrows.

Five goblins, like the living ones they’d seen before, stepped out of the forest to their
right.

“Crap,” said Will. He raised and fired his crossbow. Sam did the same, and Gralen
muttered his ancient words.

Will’s quarrel found ltS’ mar‘k’ and the goblin Dropping crossbows is not good for them, but
fell to the ground. Sam’s missed, but the it is faster than hanging them back on your
magical bolt from Gralen’s tiny arrow felled pack.

another goblin. Will and Sam both dropped
their crossbows and readied their swords, but the goblins turned face and ran, dragging
their fallen friends with them. Sam readied to chase them down, but Will put his hand on
her shoulder.

“We go the !"#$%way,” he said. “Let’s get the hell out of here.”

They retrieved their weapons and continued on, even as it grew dark. Gralen whispered to
the raven and it flew high into the air and back the other direction. It returned a few hours
later.

“The night trolls kept going, too,” said Gralen. “They didn’t follow us.”
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“I don’t like this,” said Charlotte.

“He offered us food and drink,” said Sam. “I’m inclined to accept. Don’t be rude, step
inside. If we see a bunch of dead bodies hanging from hooks, we can run away.”

“I was inclined to stay also until you said that,” said Will. “The horses have been well-
treated. Anyone who treats their horses well can be trusted, my father says, no matter
what their other faults.”

He opened the door slightly and peeked inside.

“It’s four against one,” said Sam. “Why worry?”

“It was five against one against the goblins, I think,” said Will.
“Are there dead bodies hanging from hooks?” asked Sam.
“Yes,” he said, and stepped inside.

“Huh!” said Gralen.

Sam, Charlotte and Gralen carefully stepped into the cabin. There were no bodies
hanging from the walls: there were deer heads. Antlered deer heads stood over every
door. The other doorways were also sized for Burwell.

“We’re like dwarves in here,” said Sam.

They heard some rummaging in the back, metal against metal and wood, and liquid
pouring.

“Who "#$%build a house out here south of the road?” asked Charlotte.
“Someone strong enough to keep it,” said Sam.

“Welcome, friends,” said Burwell as he entered from the back. He fit comfortably and
made the doorway look normal with his own size. He seemed much happier now, and he
had a huge barrel over one shoulder, and in the other hand carried a platter of bread and
cheese and a single huge tankard. The barrel sloshed as he walked.

“A snack until our meal is ready,” said Cooper. “And a drink to the safety of friends in
tight places!”

He filled the tankard with the brown liquid from the barrel, took a long drink from the
tankard, and passed it to Will. It smelled and looked like beer, and in fact it smelled like
good beer, and that made him very thirsty, so he shrugged and drank, and handed the
tankard to Sam. They passed the beer around, and Cooper tore off some bread and sliced
off some cheese and ate it.

“That really hit the spot,” said Will. “We’ve been drinking nothing but water since we
came out here.”

Sam dug into the bread and cheese, and when Cooper said nothing about it, the rest of
them also did. It was much better than either the week-old bread or the dry cheese that
they had brought with them.

“What brings you to the southern forest?”” asked Cooper after another long drink of beer.

Will grabbed the tankard to wash down his food. It was empty, so while he was filling it



I"H$0%68"%!'() &+

)I01"8&$%/+2*$0$34
560/78"+(%3"*+%09#"02%": %/+%"13%7/281$;<%2/'3%.)/01"&8$4
S=##:<%)$%2/'34

"(4<

5B"9%7/#$%&)0"9()%&)$%0#'2&C<%2/'3%.""D$04%5E %) "D$%&)/&%*)/&SFS0%A"9%:"9+3%*/2%
&)/&4<

SE%3"+G&%&)'+8%2";<%2/'3%>'114%56)$%70$/&90$2%*'&)'+%&) $%0# 2&%*$0$%9+#/('+/@1$
1'8%%)$11%7"#$%/@"F$%(0"9+34<

56)/&G2%/%(""3%3$270'D&"+;<%2/'3%." D$04%56)$%#'28%'2%/%3'": $0$+8%6*"013:%6/% @/2$C
H-+3%'&%(0"*29%/+3%:/112%* 8)%&) $%#""+ 4% E: % A"9%I92&%D/22$3%8)0"9() %/%*$$8%/(": %A
&)0"9()%&)$YoH 2&%6/&%'&2%2&0" +($2&4<

JO/1$+%1""8$3%9D4
57"%8&)/&G2%*)/&%)/DD$+$3%E&"%="2&"1$2;<%)$%2/'34%5!$%*$+&%&)0"9() %" +%/%:911 %#""-

5>$%:"9+3%/%1"&%":%3%$/3%@"3'$2%'+%&)$%7/28&1%$;<%2/'3%>'114%5K"+(%3%$/34%H+3%/%
A"9G3%1'85%"+$;%6A"9%7/+96)/F$%"+$;<%6/+3%)$%6&"22$3%/%("13% 7" +%&"%. " D$04

""D$0%7/9()&% ' &%6"9&Y%":%&)$%/'0;% 1" 8$3%/&%'&;%/+3%: 1'DD$3% &%/ %:$* % & #$24
55>)/8%'2%8)$%'#/($C<%)$%/28$34
)/01"&&$%)$13%"9&%)$0%)/+3;%/+3%)$%)/+3$3% &%&"%)$04
56)/8G2%&)$%0/#;<%2)$%2/'34%56)$%7"+28$11/&"+;%HO'$24<

2)$%)/+3$3%'&% @/78%&."%) #4

5H)L<%)$%0$D1'$34%5E%&)/+8%A"9: %&)$+4<
55)/8%@0+(2%A"9%&" %1 F$%3"*+96)$0$C<%/28$3%2/#4

5" HS& HB2%0/ Yot +%6)/2%&" Y1 F$Y%"+96) 2% " *+;<%2/'3%M90*$114
5B"9%7/+G&%($&Y6H"0$%" +%6A"90%"*+%6&)/+%&)'2;<%2/'3%>'114
EN"+G&YA"9%#22%D$"D1$%"77/2"+/11AC<%/28$3%.)/01"&&$4

5E%*"'913+G&%)/F$%"+F &$3%A"9% ' +2'3$%": %EY%3'3+G&;<%2/'3%M90*$114%5MI&IE%3"%é&
F'2' QUH#AYOSH ++(%:0'$+32%"+9%" 7 7/2" +A%E %3 %2/ A;%8&) " 2$%" 7 712" +29%/0$%1$22%/+3%1:
(0"+96"13$04%HYH#/+%7/+%1 F$%09'&$%*$1 1%+ &) %+"%'+&S009D& " +24<

5MO&%'2+G &% &Y%63/+($0"92%3"*+96)$0$%/1 1%"+%A"90%"*+C<

5609$:%+"%6#/+%7/+% 1 F$% 7" #D1$&$LA% @A%E)$ 0% *+%6*'82;%62"9&) %" 0%+"0&): <%M90*$ 1
5/+3%E%)/F$Y6#A% 7" #D/+"+2%)$0$:%6/1&)"9();<%/+3%) $0$%)$%0/ 2$3%) 2% F " 7$,%52" #$%"C
71++"8%@$%&0928$3%'+%6/%:'()&L<

1"02$29%2"#$*)$0$%"98&2'35%*) ++'$3;%/+3%)$%1/9()$3%/+3%28&/#D$3%) 2%: $$&%6/+3%&""8
[+"8)$0%1"+(%30'+84%72/#%6&""8%&)$%+$P &Y% "+$%"9&%":%&9I0+4

56"%6#/+A%DS$"D1$;<%2)$%#988$0$34



" #3598 ()%6(8*+&,$%&-., (0%

H$%182%34/8.,*&.0%55&, $%6&4(*04&*+&+(%.$82(%64)&+(*08&2%1*/) & $%8&24678)*(88#$% 1&6*
&4 & SY&2%Yo(&4(*:)<&2:,85%+,8, $Y%&6$Y%6%.%6&4/)&2(%4)&4A5%/%8

=>$4,84(%&,$%&/93$,&,(*55.? @&4.7%)&>95588&=-)&$*A&E*0%&, $%1&64/&6+0%&*:, &9/&,$%&
PAI&SY%(%?@

B:(A%55&54:3$%)8
=>$4,88&48&.,(43%8&C:%.,9*/< @&$%&.49)8&=>$18&6*:5)/D,&,$%1&6*0%8&*:, &9/&,$%&)418&)*AI&S

=#$4,D.8A$1&,$%1D(%&/93%$,&,(*55.<&9./D,&9,? @&4.7%)&>9558&8=E*/D,&,$%1&,: (/& *&. *I%&
)412@

=#$9%1869%(,49/51&: (%+%(&,$%&/93$,&9+&,$%1864/&$%5:89,<@&.49)&B: (A%55<8=4/)82(93
$:(,.8,$%0<82:, &F&)*/D, &(% 6455896 G %(&. %6%60/38%& (/& *&., *I%B&HY($4;. &, $Y6(%6&4(%&)9
(46%.&+:(,$%(&/*(,$&,$4,&FDGY%&/*, &$%4()8*+8@

=FDG%&$%4()&*+8&4&,*A/&6455%)&1,*/%&I*259/&,$4,8$4.&.:6$&4&3*259/&9/&9,.&,*Al&.C:4(%
J(45%/<&=,$*:3$&FDG%&/%G%(&.%%/&9,&01.%5+8@

B:(A%55&.6(4,6$%)8$9.82%4()%)86$9/<&4/)8.49)<&=1 */%&I*259/2&F&T* A&, $4,8/40%8@
=F,D.&::&,$%&(9G%(&+(*0&B5467&I,43<@&.49)&J(45%/8&=KAGY%&1*:8&2%%/& $%(%?@

=L*<@&(%;59%)&B:(A%55<&=2:,&FDG%&4&+(9%/)&AS*<&FDG%&$%4()<&$4.80*G%)&, $%6(%
AA&SI08EKY6&. $4(%.81%:(&/40%<&+(9%/)&>9559408@

=>06&$4GY%&.*0%&9/,%/,9%/&*+&3*9/3&:;&,$4, &AL < @&.49)&I(45%/8&='(&4,&5%4. <&*I%&*+&:
)*%.8@

=>055<&9+&1*:&.%%&>955&*+&I, */%68J*259/<&39G %E&$I0&A&3 (%%, 9/38+(*0&B: (AY55&M**;¢
B:(A%5588=-/)&, %558 $908&*+&1*:(&4)G%l,: (%.<&$%D.&48&,(AG%5%(&+(*0&*5)8$90.%5+8@

=>%55<&F&)*/D,&,$9/7&A%D55&2%8&)*9/3&0:6$&,(4G%59/3&4349/<&FD55&,%55&1*:&,$4,<@!
=L*,&597%&,$9.<&4/1A418@

=#%$4,D.&4&.04(,&6$*96%<@&.49)&B:(A%558&=F&(%6*00%/)&9,8&B:,&9+&1*:&4(%&6455%)<&
1.:4551&(%+:.%8@

=L* &AO,$*:,&.:%/)9/3&,90%89/&,$%6& 2%5518*+&A&ASA5%? @ &4.7%) &I (45%/88=>%55<&A%&
6455%)&9/&4/18A41<& *&9,8)*%./D,&04,,%(88>%&.90:51&)9.6*G%(%)&,$%&:*..92959, 1&*+&5*
7/%A5%)3%<84/)&5*., &, (%4.:(Y%<&A)&+*(0%)&4&C:967&6*0;4/18& *&%N;5*9,& $4,8:*..92959,18 €

=#$4,D.8(93$,<@8&.49)8>955<8=A$%/&A%D (%&)*/%&A9,$&,$9.<&A%D(%&)*/%8@

=L%9,$%(&5*.,&, (%4 :(%&/*(&%.:%694551&5* ., &7/*A5%)3%&6+0%&A9,$*:, & $%9(8&:(96%<@&.4
B:(A%55<&=4/)&1*:&64//* &A5AL1.&T*A&ASY/&1*:&A(%&)*I%&:/,95&9,89.8,**&54,%8@

=0*:&.*:)&597%801&+4,$%(<@&.49)8&>9558

=O*:(&+4,$%(&0:.,&2%&4&A9.%&04/<@&.49)&B: (A%55<&54:3$9/38
H$%18,457%)&+:(,$%(&42*:,8%G%/,.&II&M(*..;*9/,&*G%(&, $%&1%4(.8
=[*&*5)&P95%18&A4.&+9/455182(*:3$,8,*&241?@&4.T%)&B: (A%5589/8(%.;*/.%&, *&140D.&. *(18

=K%D.&2%%/&$4/3%)<&2:,8,$%&*(34/9Q4,9*/8&9.&.,9558,$% (%< @&.49)&I40<8&=4/)&,$%1D (%
'0..96)&*++8&4,8%6G%(1*/%&9/G*5G%)8@



Home to Hightown 69

“Some of whom are coming out west to avoid trouble,” said Burwell. “Well, let’s hold
that thought—1I think our meal is ready.”

He went back into the other room and returned with trays of warm bread and butter, roast
venison, and roast potatoes, carrots, and onions.

Everyone dug into the food as they talked. Charlotte tried to be suspicious but couldn’t
handle it. The food smelled too good, and everyone enjoyed it too much. Everyone ate
until they were full to bursting, Burwell not the least of all.

“This is quite a feast,” said Charlotte, “we can’t possibly thank you enough.”

“I receive guests rarely enough,” said Burwell. “It is worth a little extra on the table —as
long as it doesn’t happen too often.”

Early in the morning, Burwell woke them with a loud laugh and a deep “Rise up!
Morning has come, and it is time for men to walk the forest again.”

The sun had not yet arisen, but its glow was barely visible coming over the peaks of the
mountains. When they were prepared for travel, he handed them each a skin filled with
beer. They happily accepted.

“Burwell Cooper,” said Will, “we thank you for your hospitality to strangers, and we are
strangers no longer. If you find yourself north, my home is open to you.”

“And if you find yourself south again,” said Burwell, “bring more news from east and
west, and we shall drink to it again, whatever it may be.”

“Do not forget me in Stone Goblin either,” he added.

They shook hands, and left the strange man and Like Burwell Cooper, the badgers were also a

his lonely cabin and resumed their journey random encounter. The Guide actually rolled
northwest. They awoke two mornings later to them on the previous day, and rolled a swamp
the sound of someone going through their packs |for this, final, day. Deciding that a swamp

in the trees outside the tents. Will felt for his wasn't going to be interesting or make much

d and ked th h th . sense that close to the road, the Guide
sword and peeked through the tent opening. switched the encounters so that the badgers

Two badgers had climbed up the trees and back  |could be their final encounter. Then, deciding

down the ropes holding their packs, and were that the swamp still didn’t make any sense
picking through their food. (and was likely to confuse the players) it was
thrown out.

“Shit!” cried Will, and rushed out with his
sword in hand. The badgers jumped and ran, one carrying a huge salted pork in its mouth.
Gralen, Sam, and Charlotte grabbed their things as quickly as they could and followed
after Will as best they could.

They chased the badgers a good few hundred yards out into a clearing among the trees
before losing them.

“Damn it,” said Will, “that’s—*¢
He looked around to the east and west.

“We’re back!” he cried, just as the others arrived. “Gralen! Sam! Charlotte! This is the
leather road, we’re back home! We made it!”
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had a second edition, there were also some new genres available. Thor had foreseen the
need for a near-future, cybered-up role-playing game back in the eighties in Ithaca, but
we had never been able to get our heads around the concept enough to write one that
worked. In the nineties we played the games of those who had: Cyperpunk 2020 and the
cyberfantasy hybrid Shadowrun. Shadowrun combined the fantasy of Dungeons &
Dragons with the near-future gothic bleakness of the cyberpunk genre. I even founded
the then-premier on-line Shadowrun zine, The Neo-Anarchists’ Guide to Everything Else
(http://www .hoboes.com/pub/Role-Playing/Shadowrun/NAGEE/). And since goth was
in, the Vampire role-playing game took Call of Cthulhu to a different level. We role-
played undead creatures struggling vainly to maintain a grip on their humanity in the face
of unquenchable hunger.

The nineties also brought different kinds of characters to the old standards. One character
sheet I have from this time period is for “Raj Gua’dar ab’d’allah”. I no longer have any
idea what the name means, but Raj was a second edition Dungeons & Dragons gay
psychic whose dialogue was based on a few characters from the writings of Oscar Wilde
and Donna Barr. Raj’s psychic powers included teleportation, mind reading, and dream
travel. He could dance, play the harpsichord, and had a charisma of 17.

Today, in the twenty-first century, we’ve come full circle. Our gaming group is playing
Advanced Dungeons & Dragons, first edition, the same game we played in college.
Dungeons & Dragons itself has a third edition which is seeing some popularity despite
being under its fourth owner. Hackmaster, once a joke in “Knights of the Dinner Table”,
brings on board many of those weird house rules that in our naive exuberance we added
to Dungeons & Dragons in the seventies and eighties.

Role-playing games are not for everyone, but those of us who enjoy them find it hard to
understand why. Who could not enjoy a game that makes such a profound use of
individual creativity in a shared setting? Who could not enjoy a game that provides an
outlet for pent-up creativity, frustrations, and the need to just get together with friends? A
game that also stimulates creativity and challenges intelligence in a way that makes no
demands that are not fun to meet? A game whose rules flow with the path that the game
takes?

In “The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy,” Douglas Adams writes that the population of
the universe is zero, because the universe is infinite and the population is finite. Since
“any finite number divided by infinity is as near to nothing as makes no odds, it follows
that the population of the whole Universe is zero, and any people you may meet from
time to time are merely the products of a deranged imagination.”

Role-playing games have no rules. Even Space Opera, with its night-long character
creation process, has finite rules and infinite possibilities. Role-playing games have no
rules. What rules they do have are there to assist you as player and Guide, but for the
most part they are inconsequential. There are no rules for the vast majority of things that
your character does. When you enter combat, there are rules to assure that you know how
to keep your character alive, so that you can reasonably know your character’s chance of
success. But when you decide to sneak into town at night or take over the local ruling
council, the die rolls you make are inconsequential compared to all of the shared
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decisions between you and the Guide, decisions that have no rules to cover them.
Practically speaking, there are no rules.

Rules are, in a sense, “sandboxes” that the characters occasionally enter, where the
players know more precisely the process of what will happen to their characters. But
most of the action in a role-playing game takes place in the “negative space” shaped by,
but not defined by, the game’s rules.

Someday we might be able to program computer games that have no rules, but for now
role-playing games are an unequalled means of passing the time with friends and
strangers. No other non-physical game produces stories about game sessions like role-
playing does. Old adventures come up in conversations just like glory days for football
players and old warriors. Do you remember the time Xen-Arbus tried to get the attention
of an oblivious farm family—and ended up waking the dead? We had to fight three
skeleton ghouls! Or the time Xen-Arbus decided that there was definitely a monster
behind this one door, and opened and rushed it—in full plate armor—to surprise them,
only to discover a forty-foot down stairway behind the door? He couldn’t hear for the
rest of the adventure.

Maybe you have to be one of Adams’ “deranged imaginations” to enjoy role-playing
games. If you read books and often wonder what might have happened if the characters
took a different path, you might enjoy role-playing games. If you read books and can
discuss in detail the motivations of your favorite characters and what they probably did
after the book was over or in the parts of their lives the book didn’t cover, you will
almost certainly enjoy role-playing games.

Being a role-playing gamer sometimes feels like being part of a secret club. You’re one
of the people in the theater yelling to the characters in the horror movie to “pick up the
gun, dammit!” because you think about what the characters in the movie should be doing.
You think in terms of what you would do in that utterly ridiculous situation. You accept
for the story that dragons are real, and then worry about how “realistic” they are within
the story. You’re one of the people who read Harry Potter and know not only what
Quidditch means, you also know the rules of the game. You’re one of the people who,
after reading one too many wonderful books, sat down and tried to write a book of your
own. The chapters you wrote—perhaps even the whole thing—are still sitting in a corner
of your workshop or hard drive. You still remember the names of your imaginary friends.
You don’t daydream meeting the man or woman of your dreams. You daydream meeting
the man or woman of your dreams in an adventure on the Amazon, a pirate ship in the
Caribbean, a gothic castle, or a western desert against a setting sun.

If you like stories, if you like making up stories, if you like being in stories, you’ll find
something to enjoy in role-playing games. You’ll find adventure, and really wild things.
And I hope that Gods & Monsters can be a part of your journey.
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NMORE GAMING LITERATURE

If you go to your local bookstore, new or used, you can find shelves full of fantasy books.
If you aren’t familiar with fantasy literature yet, however, you might want to start with
the best. This is all opinion, of course, but these books and movies ought to give you a lot
of enjoyment as well as good ideas for gaming, whether as a player or Guide.

You can find most of these at your local or your on-line bookstore. The rest are available
from the publishers’ web sites or at used bookstores and on-line auctions. Good gaming
literature is hard to find, and this list reflects that. Even here, most of the stories are about
individuals. The two book series that come closest to being about a group are “The Lord
of the Rings,” which you must read, and “The Dark Tower,” which you should. The
“Knights of the Dinner Table” comic book stands on its own.

For movies, you must see !"#$%#&#'$%()*+( I strongly recommend getting a DVD

player or cultivating a friend with one. The difference between a clear, uncut version of a
good movie and the low resolution, usually side-chopped, versions found on VHS can be
the difference between enjoying a movie and wondering what the creators were thinking.

"#$%&' ($)*#' |, %-#."#'$/,'01 The Dark Tower currently consists of four books, “The
Gunslinger,” “The Drawing of the Three,” “The Waste Lands,” and “Wizard and
Glass.” Roland the Gunslinger and his three companions search a dissolving
world for the Dark Tower.

I"#$%#H&+$,-#*./#0: This comedy group has a hilarious send-up of fantasy gaming in
their “Dungeons & Dragons” skit. http://www .deadalewives.com/funny.ccc

%'&1)2$3&18&4.2#$5%6783$5)--#9:.)2 “The Dragon” and its predecessor “The
Strategic Review” were part of the gaming scene from the start. Now out of print,
the CD-ROM collection collects all of !"#$%-+(-#0,2$3#&,&dd the first 250
issues of I"#3$5+(06' , which, in my opinion, will get you the best of !"#$5+(06'
and the most useful of its gaming articles. If you can find a copy of this at a used
bookstore or in the corner of your local gaming store, you won’t regret it. If you
can’t find that, then the first two volumes of “The Best of Dragon Magazine” are
also fascinating. Note that this CD collection was from the period when Wizard of
the Coast’s user interface choices were, well, unique. Fortunately the files are all
available as PDF files, which means that you can use any PDF viewer to read
them. Avoid the buggy software that comes on the CD-ROM like the plague. (If
you use Macintosh or Unix, you’re lucky: you’ll never have to worry about
accidentally starting up their buggy proprietary software.)

;<9&-.=>"2§6"$866+)('1l This movie is the best adaptation of the Arthurian legend I've
seen. Directed by John Boorman and starring his daughters as the babes.
http://www hoboes.com/Mimsy/Movies/Excalibur/

@")0:=>0:#'089(+6:;$3(),<1 While the story itself isn’t necessarily fantasy-gaming
oriented, if you don’t watch this movie you won’t get half the in-jokes at your
gaming table, and you won’t know what to say when someone asks you if you’re
a god. http://www hoboes.com/Mimsy/Movies/Ghostbusters/
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3%22;&$%,,713J333;$*A*%.;<*0JS6(%R21)%JS6<,6*/IJF501.J

“$), 7%, 5% %2 O.R. Eddison:&LI,%(%.,6/>8&+*(&6,.&$6.,*(6<12&.6>/6+6<1/<%&1.8&3%22
1.86,.8&$%(*6<&., *(726/%I&NHSYEZ*(0& S(*A*(*.P&?(%)1,%.&,$%&+1/,1.78&>25,&6/.76(%
AT&H#*2D6%/:&RY%<15.%&*+&,$6.986,818*6).& *0%&.,1/)1()&+1/,1.78&<26<$\.9&1/)&.,1(,%
F0%&*+&6,.8*3/,&N'S(*A*(*.P&6.8&25(%E&$6>$&+1/,1.7&36,$827*3%(+52&6/)686)512.
,1)6/>&1>16/.,&1(06%.&*+&*?2*/%/,.&1/)&$*2)6/>&, $%6(&*3/;&#$U&E*A26/.81/)&,$%
F9%0%.81(%&, $%&>**)8>57.&6/&,$6.&*1%98+6>$,6/>&,$%82%(+6) 7&*+&Z6,<$21/)&1+,%
2*/>&31(836,$& $%&ES*52.;
$,,213J333;$*A%06.:<*0JK60.7IR**D.J3*(OM*5(*A*(*.J



I"#$%&'($)*+,()- A

WHY OPEN GAMING?

0&'($)*+,()$*11%23$#%4$5%$6'('7,5$78%+$2"*5$'9'8#%('$'13'$, ($5™ $%& ($)*+,()
Yo++4(,5#$,35:9%,()<$*(;$,5$+*="3$,5$™3,'8$7%8$#%4$5%%$:%(58,645'$6*: =$5%$5"$: Yo++4(, 54>

WHAT GOOD I§ AN OPEN GAME?

2($%& ($)*+'$+11%23$4%64<$%8$HY48$)*+,()$)8%4&<$5%$5*='$5"$*:54*1$5' @5$%7$5"$)*+'<
+0b;, TH#S, 5<$*(;$5" ($+*="$H%48$+%;,7,:+5,%(3$*0%, 16 1'$5%$5"" $8'35$% 7 $#0648$)8%4&$%8$'9'
5" $8'35$%7$5" $20681;>$A%+%('$'13'S:*($5™ ($5*="$#0648$9'83,%6($%7$5"$)*+'$*(:$43'$,5<$, 7
5"#$1,='$,5$6'55'8$5"*($5"$%5"8$9'83,%(3$5"*5$*8'$*9*, 1*61'>$B™,8%'("*(:'+'(53<$, 7$5" #

C'5D3$3*#$5"5$#%483)*+,()$)8%48$ *3$+$"*(;741$% 7SE"%43'$841'3F$5 *5$#%64$43'>$!, 5"$*(
%&'($)*+'<$#%4%:*($5*="$5"$5' @5$% 7$5"'$)*+'<$, (3'85$#%48$"%43'$841'3<$*(;$+*="$5"$('2
9'83,%($*9%, 1*61'$5%$+1 1$%7$#%648$)8%48&D3$++6'83$2,5"% 45+ (#$", (5% 7$68=,()$:%&#8,
1*2G*3$1%()$*3$#%648$9'83,%($,3$*13%$%& (>

H%A4$:*($43'$"%43'$841'33, ($* (#3)*+'<$%&'($%8$:1%3";>$145$*($%&' ($)*+'$+*="3$,5$*$1%5
*3,'885%%;,358,645'$#%48%$"%043'$841'3%, ($*$8™*,*61'$7%8+>$?($%&'($)*+'$+435$*12*#3
&8%9,;'$5"$)*+'$,($*$7%8+$5"*5$+*="3$,5$*3#$7%8$#%4$5%%$*;;$"%43'$841'3$;,8":51#$5%$5™
)*+'>

 DON'T USe HOUSE RULES.

JO'8#%('$43'35"%43'$841'3>$!"5$#%4D8'$8*11#$3*#,)$, 355" *5$#964%$: 96(D5$="8$58*:=$% 7 $#
"0643'$841'3>$K%$)*+'$"+3$841'355%%$:969'8$'9'8#%$3,54*5, 06(<$*(; $#0648$)8%48& <1, = $H(H<$+*:
841'3$48$96($%::*3,%(>$J9'($, 7$#%4$:%(D5$28,5'$5"%3'$841'3$:%62(<$#%4$35,11$6'('7,5$78Y
068 ($)*+,()<$6'*43'$%5"8$)8%483$52, 11>$A%+$%7$5"+$2,11$+*='$'(%64)"$"%43'$841'3$5"*5

5" 8$('2$9'83,%(>$08$#%64%:*($&,:=$*(;$:"%%3'$78%+$5™ 8$('2$841'3>

| ONLY PLAY INSERT GAME HERE.

B"($&1*#$,5>$145$2",:"$9'83,%(-$N,835%';,5,%(-$B™$114'$1%6%=-$B"$08,), (*1-$A"%(;
",5,%(-$B",8;-$08$;,;$#%4$32,5:"$5%%$,5$*75'8$;,3:269'8,()$,5%;,77,:415$5%%$) 5$('2$:%8&.,'35%7
5"'$)*+'$H%A$8&8'7'88';<$645$5 535" 8%:%6+&*(H$6%64) "5$*(;$5" ($648, ;-
O*+'3$:%+'$*(;$)%<$'3&", *11#$:1%3";$)*+3>$0&($)*+3$*8'$8'P4, 8", $5%$6'$*0*, 1+61'$,(
*$78"1#Q";, 5*61'$7%8+*5>$H0648$7+9%8,5'$9'83,%($, 35%($#%48$"8;$;8,9'<$8™* #$7%8$8'&8, (
79%8%('2$)8%4&$++6'83$*5$*(#$5, +'>



" #3598 ()%6(8*+&,$%&-., (0%

"HEY6&" ()% ++" ) *-"($ J#"$0-%1

1+8)*/2,8034%&5*6(&730%&8*(9)&*:%/;&<*68=3/&.,>99&:9358&3/&*:%/&730%&3/)&=(%3, %&=9*.
6::9%0%/,3(5803,%(>39.2&@6.,&3.85*6&=3/&034%8&3==0%. .*(>%.8+*(&=9*.%)&730%.&3/) &/*/A
730%.&8>,$+6,8:96(0>..>*/8&+(*0&,$%>(&(%.:%=,>B%&=*:5(>7$,&*8/%(.;&C%*:9%&034%&D3))A
*/ E&+*(&F>G.*/&76>,3(.2&H3(9%5AI3B> */&0* *(=5=9%.2&3/)&J>,=$%/A->)&3::9>3/=%.8399&.,$
>0%?8&8>,$&/*&9>=%/.%&/%%)%):&-.&9*/7&3.&5*68&)*/2,&>I+(>/T%&*I& $%&=*:5(>T$,&*+&,$%.
730%7&5*62(%&+(%%&,*&)*&8$3,%B%(&5*6&8>.$:8'+&=*6(.%7?8&, $%&*:%/&730>/78&=*006/>,5
8*69)&9>4%&5*6(&3))A*.& *&GYE&(%9%3.%6)&*%/9528&G6,&,$3,2.85*6(&=$*>=%2&/*,&*6(.?&3/
[* $>178,*&)*&8>,$88%%, $%(&, $%6& 730%8> . &* %0/ &*(&/* :

K+&5*6&)*&)%=>)%&,*8&034%&5*6(&3))A*/&*:%/?8$*8%BY% (?85*68=3/&,34%&3)B3/,37%&*+&3

* $96(&*:%/803,%(>39&6/)%(8, $%8.30%&9>=%/.%7&3/)&6.%8&>,&8> $>/&5*6(&3==%..*(5:&<*6&

=*578&:3.,9%?&3/)&0%)>+5& *&8$3,%B%(&%L,%/,&>.8&/%%)%) &, *8&034%&5*6(&3==%. *(5& $%&C
==0%. *(5&:*..>G9%;

-)&%B%/&>+&5*6&=$**.%&,*&=*/,>/6%&:935>/7&3&=9*.%)&730%&G6,&,$%&>)%3&*+&*:%/& T
3::%39.&,*&5*67&5*6&=3/&@6.,&3.&%3.>95&034%&3/&*:%/&3)) A*/&+*(&3&=9*.%)&730%);

23453"$0-%"/45-%6-"63%7/#"!"76-8

K+&5*62(%8&0%)>+5>/78&3/&39(%3)5&*:%/&8*(4?785*686.639958 $3B%&/*&=$*>=0M&5*6806., &
9>=9%/.%&,$3,87(3/,.&5*6&,$%&(>7$,& *&:6GO> $&0*)>+>%0)&=*>%. &*+&, $%&IL>.,>/7&8*(4:&!
3(%&(%9%3.>/785*6(8&*8/&/%B&S*(428(%3)&, $%&>/+*(03,>*/&3,& $%&N (%6%&0*9%:935>/7
P*006/>,5&8%G&.>,%:&K&9>4%&, $%&FQR&N (%%6&I*=60%/,3,>*/&S>=%/.%
T$,,;MUU8S88;7/6;*(7U=*:59%+,U+)9:$,09VWE&>,&>.&8%99A%. 3G 9>.$%6)?&3/)&8>)%958(%.: %=
*:06/8&9>=9%/.%;&F*).&X&Y*/.,%(.2&+*(896L30:9%7&>.&(%9%3.%)&6/)% (&, $%&FQR&NIS?&3.&>.
)*=60%/,:&K+&5*6&:6GO>. $&3/5&BY(.>*/.&*+&F*).&X&Y*.,.%(.2&>/=96)>/7&,$>.8)*=60%/,?
5*62998&/%9%)&,*&3G>)%&G5&,$%8&,%(0.8*+&,$%&FQR&NIS;

K+&5*68=$**.%8&3&9>=9%/.9%&* $%(&,$3/& $%&FQRENIS?&G%E&83(58*+&3/589>=%/.%&8$>=$
8%$3,85*6&=3/&8(>,%: &#$%(%&>.&3,89%3.,&*/%&Z*:%/28730%&9>=9%/.%&8$>=$&+*(G>).&0%)
8$3,8730%.8,$%88*(48>.&=*0:3,>GO%&8> $?7&3/)&+*(G>).&)>.=6..>*/&*+&* $%(&8*(4.;



I"H$%6&"$()*+, -./.0)-$10%-2" 34

1" #9&'K)*+, '-./.0-

L —

O'-2 '

5'8&20)-$4647%$8/&*9%:;;;

<)=>80?9.$@<A$:;;;$%&"$B)C.D/&'$%)+-E/.0)-7$F-*6$GHSI', =J'SKI/*7$B+0.'SLL; 7$M)2.)-7$8N$;:44404L ;P
#BN

QR'&>)-'$02$='&,0..'E$.)$*)=>$/-ESE02.&0S+.'$R'&S/.0,$*)=0'2$)C$.902$J0*-2'SE)*+, - 7$S+.$*9/-20-2$0.$02
-).$/33)D'E6

343$5&1,67

19'$=+8&=)2'$)C$.902$10*-2'$02$.)$,/T'$/$,/-+/37$.U.S)) T7$)&$).9'&$D&O. - $E)*+, - $VC&"V$0-$.9'$2'-2'$)C
C&"E),W$.)$/22+&'$'R'&>)-'$.9'$'CC*. OR'$C&"E),$.)$%)=>$/-E$&'E02.80S+.'$0.7$D0.9$)&$D0.9)+.$,)E0C>0-2$0.7
'0.9'&$%),,'&*0/1I>$)&$-)-*),,'&*0/JI>6$B™*)-E/&0I>7$.902$10%-2'$=8'2' &R '2$C)&$.9'$/+.9)&$/-ES=+SJ029'&$/
D/>$.)$?'.$*&'E0.$C)&$.9'08$D)&T7$DI0J'$-).$S'0-7$%)-20E & E$&'2=)-20SJ'$C)&S,)E0C0*/.0)-2% /E'$S>$).9'&26

1902$10*-2'$02$/$T0-E$)CHV*)=>J'C.V7$D90*93,/-2$.9/. $E'&OR/.OR'$D)&T2$)C$.9'$E)*+,-.$,+2.$.9', 2 JR"2
S'$C&"$0-$.9'$2/,'$2'-2'6$F.$%),=0', - 2$.9'SI"#$!'- &/I$K+SJ0*$10*-2'7$DI0*9$02$/$+)=>J'C.$J0O*-2"
E'20?-'E$C)&$C&"$2)C.D/&'6

X'$9/R'SE'20?-'E$.902$10%-2'$0-$)&E'&$.)$+2'$0.$C) &S /-+/J2$C)&$C&"$2)C.D/&'T$S*/+2'$C&"$2)C.D/&'$-"E2
C&"$E)*+,-./.0)-W$/$C&"$=8)?8&/,$29)+JE$*), $D0.9$ /-+/J2$=&)ROE0-7$.9'$2/,' $C&"E),2$.9/.$.9'
2)C.DI&'SE)'26$M+.$.902$10%-2'$02%$-).$J0,0.'E$.)$2)C.D/&'$,/-+/I2Y$0.$*/-$S'$+2' ESC)&$/->$.'U. +/I$D)&T7
&'2I&EJI22$)C$2+SZ*.$,/..'8$)&$DY'. 9'8$0.$02$=+SI029'ES/2$/$=&0-.'E$S)) T6SX'$&™), -E$.902$10%-2"
=£0-*0=/JJ>$C)&$D)&T2$D9)2'$=+&=)2'$02$0-2.&+*.0)-$)&$&'C'&'-*'6

84%9::70*/6070.;$/-<$('=0-0.0)-2
1902$10%-2'$/==J0'2$.)$/->$ /-+/J$)&$).9'&$D)&T$.9/.$*)-./0-2$/$-).0¥$=J/*E$S>$.9'$*)=>8079.$9) JE'&

2/>0-2$0.$*/-$S'$E02.80S+. E$+-E'8$.9'$.'&,2$)C$.902$10-2'6$19'$V()*+,-.V7$SJ)D7$&'C'&2$.)$/->$2+*9
J-+1J$)&$D)&TESN->$,',S'8$)C$.9'$=+SJ0*$02$/$J0%'-2"7$/-ES02$/EEL ' 22'ES/2$V>)+V6

N$V8)EOCO'ES5'&20)-V$)CS.9'$()*+,-.$,/-28/->$D)&T$*)-./0-0-2$.9'S()*+, - $)&$/$=)&.0)-$)C$0.7$'0.9'&
*)=0'E$R'&S/.0,7$)&$D0.9$,)E0C0*/.0)-2$/-E[)&$.&/-2/.'ES0-.)$/-).9'&$J/-2+/7'6

N$VB'™*)-E/&>$B'™*.0)-V$02$/$-/, ES/=="-E0U$)&$/$C&)-.0,/..'&$2'*.0)-$)C$.9'$()*+,"-.$.9/. $E'/J2
'U*J+20R'J>$D0.9$.9'$&'1/.0)-290=$)C$.9'$=+5J029'€2$)&$/+.9)&2$)C$.9'$()*+,-.$.)$.9'$()*+, - \2$)R'&/IJ

2+S7* $@)&$.)$& /. ES, .. &2AS/-ES*)-./0-2$-).90-2$.9/.$*)+ JESC/IISE0&™*.J>$D0.90-$.9/.$)R'&/II$2+SZ* 6$@%)&
'U/,=J'7$0C$.9'$()*+,"-.$02$0-$=/8.$/$.'U.S)) T$)C$,/.9',/.0*27$/$B™*)-E/&>$B™*.0)-$,/>$-).$'U=J/0-$/->
1.9'1.0*26A$19'$8'/.0)-290=$*)+JES$S'$/$,/..'&$) C$902.)&0*/I$*)--"*.0)-$D0.9$.9'$2+SZ'*.$)&$D0.9$&'J/.'E
1./&27$)&$)C$I2/I7$¥),,'&*0/J7$=90J)2)=90%/7$'.90*/J$)&$=)J0.0%/J$=)20.0)-$&'?/&E0-7$.9",6

19'$VF-R/&O/-.$B'™*.0)-2V$/&'$*&./0-$B™*)-E/&>$B'*.0)-2$D9)2'$.0.J'2$/&'$E'207?-/. E7$/2$S'0-2$.9)2'$)C
F-R/&0/-.$B™*.0)-27$0-$.9'$-).07'$.9/.$2/>2$.9/.$.9'$()*+,-. $02$&'J'/2' E$+-E'&$.902$10*-2'6

19'SV<)R'&SI'U. 2VS/&'$+&./0-$29)8.$=/22/7'2$)C$.'U.$.9/.$/&'$J02. E7$/2$%8&)- O<)R'&$I'U.2$)&$M#TO<)R'&
'U.27$0-$.9'8-).0¥'$.9/.$2/>2$.9/.$.9'$()*+, - $02$&'J'/2' E$+-E'€$.902$10*-2'6

N$VI&/-2=/&"- V$*)=>$)C$.9'$()*+,-.$,/-2$/$,/*90- 0& [E/SI'$*)=>7$&'=& 2"~ 'E$0-$/$C)&,/.$D9)2"
2="*0C0%/.0)-$02$/R/0J/SJ'$.)$.9'$?"-'&/I$=+SI0*7$D9)2'$*)- .- 2$*/-$S'$SRO'D'ES/-ES'EQ. ESE0&* J>$/-E
2.8/0?9.C)&D/&EJ>$D0.9$7'-'&0*$.'U.$'E0.)&2$)&$@C)&$0,/2'2$*),=)2'ES)C$=0U"I2A$?'-'&0*$=/0-.$=&)?&/,2$)&
@C)&S$E&/DO-?2A%$2),'$DOE'J>$/R/0J/SISE&/DO-?$'E0.)&7$/-ES.9/.$02$2+0./SI'$C)&$0-=+.$.)$.'U.$C)&/..'&2$)&$C)&
1+.),1.0*$.8/-2J1.0)-$.)$/$R/&0' >$)C$C)&./.2$2+0./SI'$C)&$0-=+.$.)$.U.$C)&, /.. &26$N$*)=>$, /E'$0-$/-



" #3598 ()%6(8*+&,$%&-., (0%

* $96(12.%8&#(3/.43(%/,&+25%8+*(03,&1$*.%803(6748$3.88%%/&)%.29/%) &, *&, $13(,&*(&)2.:*7(39%&.78.%; 7%/,
0%)2+2:3,2*/8&8<8&(%3)%(.&2.&/* &#(3].43(%/,=8&-&:*4<& $3,8&2.&/* &>H#(3/.43(Y%l,>&2.&:355%)&>'43; T%>=

2@3045%.8*+8.72,385%&+*(03,.8+*(&H(3/.43(%/, & *42%.82/:57)%&4532/&-ABCC&12,$*7,&03(67T4DEH% @2/+*&2/47
+%(03, D&E3#%F&2/47,8+*(03, D&AGHE&*(&FHE&7.2/983847852:5<&31325385%&J#ID&3/)&..,3/)3()K:*/+*(02/9
2045%& 1L #HE&)%.29/%)&+*(&$703/&0%)2+2:3,2%/=&'43;7%&+*(03,.&2/:57)%&M*.,A:(24, D&MIND&A(*4(2%, 3(<
+%(03,.8,$3,&:3/88%&(%3)&3/)8%)2,%)&*/5<&B<&A(*4(2%, 3(<&1*()&A(*:%. *(. DERAGHE&*(&FHE &+*(&1$2:$&,$%
JHI&3)O*(&A(*:%..2/9&,**5.&3(%&/* &9%/%(355<&31325385%D&3/)&, $%&03:$2/%K9%/%(3,%) &LHHE&A(*) 7:%)&8<
F0%&1*()&A(*:%. *(.&+*(&*7 47, &AT (4* %.&*/5<=

H$%&>#2,5%&M39%>&0%3/. D&+*(&38&4(2/,%)&8**6 D&, $%&, 2,5%8439%&2, .%5+DE&A57.8.7:$8&+*55*12/98&439%.&3.
$*5)D&5%9285<D&, $%8&03,%(235&,$2.&E2:%/.%&(%; 72(%.&, *&344%3(&2/&,$%&, 2, 5%8&439%=8&N*(&1*(6.82/&+*(03
1+ 8$31%8&3/<&, 2, 5%E&A39%&3.&. 7:$D&>#2,5%&M39%>80%3/.8,$%&, % @, &/%3 (&, $%6&0*., &4(*02/%/,&344%3(3/:%&.
1%(6P.&,2,5%D&4(%:%)2/9& $%&8%92//2/9&*+&, $%E&8*)<&*+& $%&, %@, =

11} ]

#5968 ()*+#,-./*01
Q*7803<&:*4<&3/)&)2.,(287,%8&,$%&JI* 70%/,&2/8&3/<80%)270D&%2,$% (& *00% :2355<&*(&/*/:*00%(:2355<D
A(*12)%)&,$3,8,$2.&E2:%/.%D&, $%8& *4<(29%,&/* 2:%.DE&3/)& $%&52:%/. %o&/*,2:%&.3<2/9&,$2.&E 2:%/ . %&34452%.&.
J*:70%/,83(%&(%4(*) 7:%)&2/&3558&:*42%. D&3/)&, $3,8<*7&3))&/*&* $%6(&:*/)2,2*.&1$3, *%|%(&, *&, $*. Y& *+&,$2.
E2:9%/.%=8Q*7&03<&/* &7.%&,%:$/2:358&0%3.7(%.&,*&*8.,(7:,&*(&*/,(*5&,$%&(%3) 2/9&*(&+7(,$% (& *4<2/98&*+& $%
*42%.8<*78&036%&*(&)2.,(287,%=&L*1%|%(D&<*7&03<&3::%4,8:*04%/.3,2*/82/8% @:$3/9%&+*(&*42%.=&C+&<*T
)2.,(287,%83853(9%&%6/*79$8&/708%(&*+8&:*42%.&<*T78&07 .,&35.*&+*55*1&,$%6&:*/)2,2*/.8&2/&.%:, 2*/&R=

Q*78&03<&35.*&5%/)&:*42%.D&7/)%(&,$%&.30%8&:*/)2,2*/.&.,3,%)&38*1%D&3/)&<*7&03<&47852:5<&)2.453<&:*42% .=

1
2% - [FO1#*0#34(0)*)/

CH&<*T&ATB52.$&4(2/,%)8& *42%.8*+& $%6&J*: 70%/,&/708%(2/980%(%&, $3/&STTDE3/) &, $%&I*: 70%/,P.&52:%/.%&/*,
(%:72(%.&B*|%(&#% @, D&<*78&07.,8%/:5* % &, $%& *42%.82/&:*1%(.&,$3,8:3((<D&:5%3(5<&3/)&5%9285<D&355&,$°
#%@,.USN(*/, KB*1%(8&H#% @, . &*/& $%&+(*/,&*|%(D&3/)&V3:6KB*1%(&H#% @, .&*/&, $%&B83:6& *%(=&V* $&*I%(.&07.,
35.%&:5%3(5<&3/)&5%9285<82) %/, 2+<&<*7&3.8,$%&A7852.$%(&*+&, $%.%&:*42%.=&#$%&+(*/,&:*|%(&07 ., &4(%. %I/
2,5%8&12,$&35581%().8*+&,$%&, 2,5%&%; 7355<&4(*02/%/,&3/)&I2.285%=8Q*7&03<&3))&*,$%(8&03,%(235&*/& $%&
3))2,2%/=&B*4<2/9&12,$&:$3/9%.85202,%)&,*&, $%& *|%(.D&3.&5*/9&3.& $%<&4(%.%(1%8&, $%&, 2, 5%&*+& $%&I*: 70
3,2.+<8,$%.%&:*/)2,2*/.D&:31&8%&,(%3,%)&3.8&1%(83,208&:*4<2/982/&* $%(&(%.4%:,.=

C+&,$%&(%;72(%)& %@ ,.&+*(8%2,5%(8&:*1%(&3(%&, *&I*5702/*7 &, *&+2,85%9285<D&<*7&.$*75)&A7 & $%&+2(.,&*
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The Free Software Foundation may publish new, revised versions of the GNU Free Documentation License
from time to time. Such new versions will be similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail
to address new problems or concerns. See http://www .gnu.org/copyleft/.
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following the terms and conditions either of that specified version or of any later version that has been
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THE ORDER OF THE
ASTRONOMERS

What kinds of stories happen in a role-playing game?
Follow the adventures of Gralen Noslen the sorceror,
Sam Stevens the renegade, Will Stratford the
mercenary’s son, and the mysterious Charlotte Kordé
as they journey south into the unknown. Follow them
on their search for knowledge and treasure in a lost
castle of a dead order.

And when you’ve read the story, download or buy
the rest of the Gods & Monsters books and create
your own story with the same adventure!



